
STATE OF TENNESSEE 
PEACE OFFICER STANDARDS AND TRAINING COMMISSION 

3025 LEBANON ROAD 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37214-2217 

PHONE: 615-741-4461 FAX: 615-532-0502 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Tennessee Sheriff Candidate 

FROM: Rafael Bello, Executive Secretary 
TN POST Commission 

DATE: 11/25/2025 

SUBJECT: Packet for 2026 Sheriffs’ Elections 

Dear Candidate: 

Please find attached the packets for the 2026 Tennessee Election.  Please discard any previous packets you may 
have, as they will not be accepted for 2026.  All forms are compliant with the qualifications set forth in TCA 
8-8-102.  Deadlines are essential, and a detailed timeline has been provided within the packet.  Please note that we 
are in the Central time zone and our offices close at 4:00 p.m. 

It is essential that all documents sent to POST be legible.  Illegible documents and photocopies cannot be processed. 
State and federal officers not holding a certification will need a letter on agency letterhead verifying dates of 
full-time employment. Any records requests from POST are now handled by filling out the open record request 
form, which can be found at the following link: 
https://www.tn.gov/commerce/contact-us/public-records-request.html. 
Thank you, and we wish you the best of luck in your campaign and on Election Day. 

RB 

Enclosures 
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TENNESSEE SHERIFF QUALIFICATION TIMETABLE 
2026 

*PACKETS ARE ONLY AVAILABLE FROM YOUR 
LOCAL ELECTION COMMISSION* 

FOR COUNTIES IN WHICH MAY 2026 PRIMARY ELECTIONS ARE CALLED 

DECEMBER 22, 2025 – Nominating petitions may be issued by County Election Commission. 
(Pick up your packet from your local Election Commission at this time) 

FEBRUARY 5, 2026 – Filing deadline at POST for affidavit and supporting documents. (Please 
refer to Packet Checklist for list of documents) 

FEBRUARY 19, 2026 – Qualifying deadline is 12:00 Noon. 

FEBRUARY 26, 2026 – Withdrawal deadline is 12:00 Noon for Candidates to withdraw. 
(Deadline for POST to notify Election Commissions of verified candidates) 

FOR COUNTIES IN WHICH NO PRIMARY ELECTIONS ARE CALLED 

Januar� 9, 2026 – Nominating petitions may be issued by County Election Commission. (Pick up 
your packet from your local Election Commission at this time) 

Februar� 24, 2026 – Filing deadline at POST for affidavit and supporting documents. (Please 
refer to Packet Checklist for list of documents) 

March 10, 2026 – Qualifying deadline for state primary and county general elections is 12:00 
Noon. 

March 17, 2026 – Withdrawal deadline is 12:00 Noon for Candidates to withdraw. 
(Deadline for POST to notify Election Commissions of verified 
candidates) 
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